
WAC 246-873-060  Provision of emergency department discharge med-
ications when pharmacy services are unavailable.  The responsible man-
ager, as defined in WAC 246-869-070, of a hospital or free standing 
emergency department may, in collaboration with the appropriate medi-
cal staff committee of the hospital, develop policies and procedures 
in compliance with RCW 70.41.480 which must be implemented to provide 
discharge medications to patients released from hospital emergency de-
partments during hours when community or outpatient hospital pharmacy 
services are not available. The delivery of a single dose for immedi-
ate administration to the patient is not subject to this regulation. 
Such policies shall allow the practitioner or registered nurse to dis-
tribute medications, pursuant to the policies and procedures, as 
specified in RCW 70.41.480 and the following:

(1) An order of a practitioner authorized to prescribe a drug is 
presented. Oral or electronically transmitted orders must be verified 
by the practitioner in writing within seventy-two hours.

(2) A department credentialed pharmacy technician or a licensed 
pharmacist shall prepackage the medication. Medication prepackaged by 
a department credentialed pharmacy technician must be checked by a li-
censed pharmacist. The prepackaged medication must contain any supple-
mental material provided and an affixed label that contains:

(a) Name, address, and telephone number of the hospital.
(b) The name of the drug (as required by chapter 246-899 WAC), 

strength and number of units.
(c) Cautionary information as required for patient safety and in-

formation on use is provided.
(d) An expiration date after which the patient should not use the 

medication.
(e) Directions for use.
(3) No more than a forty-eight hour supply is provided to the pa-

tient except when the pharmacist has informed appropriate hospital 
personnel that normal services will not be available within forty-
eight hours. A final quantity of medication supply shall not exceed 
ninety-six hours.

(4) The practitioner or registered nurse will ensure the contain-
er is labeled before presenting to the patient and shows the follow-
ing:

(a) Name of patient;
(b) Complete directions for use, which should include at a mini-

mum the number of units distributed, frequency, and route of adminis-
tration;

(c) Date of distribution;
(d) Identifying number (i.e., RX number or similar indicator);
(e) Name of prescribing practitioner;
(f) Initials of the practitioner or registered nurse who distrib-

uted the medication.
(5) A registered nurse or practitioner will distribute prepack-

aged emergency medications to patients only after a practitioner has 
counseled the patient on the medication.

(6) The original hard copy or electronically transmitted order by 
the practitioner is retained for verification by the pharmacist after 
completion by the practitioner or registered nurse and shall contain:

(a) Name and address of patient if not already listed in the med-
ical record;

(b) Date of issuance;
(c) Units issued;
(d) Initials of practitioner or registered nurse.
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(7) The medications distributed as discharge medications must be 
stored in compliance with the laws concerning security and access. 
They must be stored in or near the emergency department in such a man-
ner as to preclude the necessity for entry into the pharmacy when 
pharmacy services are not available.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 18.64.005 and 70.41.480. WSR 17-01-108, § 
246-873-060, filed 12/19/16, effective 1/19/17. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 18.64.005. WSR 92-12-035 (Order 277B), § 246-873-060, filed 
5/28/92, effective 6/28/92. Statutory Authority: RCW 18.64.005 and 
chapter 18.64A RCW. WSR 91-18-057 (Order 191B), recodified as § 
246-873-060, filed 8/30/91, effective 9/30/91. Statutory Authority: 
RCW 18.64.005. WSR 89-12-011 (Order 225), § 360-17-055, filed 5/26/89; 
WSR 83-23-109 (Order 179), § 360-17-055, filed 11/23/83.]
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